DETECTIVE STORIES

Crime Novel

Plot
Based on a deception which may be mechanical (locked room), verbal (misleading remarks), concerned with forensic medicine (poisons, blood groups, fake prints) or of ballistics. Book is constructed backwards from this deception, revelation of which is the climactic point to which everything else leads.

Detective
May be professional or amateur, and if amateur may run detective or inquiry agency, or get involved by chance in criminal cases. Always at the story‘s action, most often the hero, and generally the keen observer who notices things missed by others.

Method
If the crime is murder (and it almost always is), method may be bizarre or misleading, i.e. the victim appears to have been shot but was in fact poisoned. Sometimes the method maybe ingenious, as in locked-room mystery, or itself puzzling, as in a poisoning case where everybody ate and drank exactly the same thing.

Clues
An essential element. There will be perhaps a dozen of them in the story. The detective may explain their meaning at the time, or deductions may be left to the read er.

Characters
Only the detective is characterised in detail. Otherwise characterisation is superficial, particularly after the crime when people become totally subsidiary to the plot.

Setting
Mostly confined to what happens before the crime. Later plot and clue requirements take over and the setting fades.

Social attitude

Conservative

Puzzle value

Often high. The detective and the puzzle are the only things that stay in the memory.

Plot
Based on the psychology of characters- what stresses would make A want to kill B?- or on intolerable situation that must end in violence. No locked rooms, no faked print, no obscure poison. The problem is: Has A really killed B, and if he has what will happen to him? Book is constructed forwards from such a problem.

Detective
Often no detective. Occasionally a detective runs through a series of stories, but rarely shown as a brilliant reasoning machine. Most often the central character is just somebody to whom things happen. Hint: They could happen to you as weal!

Method
Usually straightforward, rarely important.

Clues
Quite often no clues in the detective story sense.

Characters
The basis of the story. The lives of the characters are shown continuing after the crime and often their subsequent behaviour is vital to the story.

Setting
Often important to the tone and style of a story, and frequently an integral part of the crime itself; i.e. the pressures involved in a particular way of life lead to this especial crime.

Social attitude

Varying, but often radical in the sense of questioning same aspects of law, Justice or the way society is run.

Puzzle value

Varying. Characters and situations are often remembered for a long time. The detective is not the most important thing.

