Reviews on Books and Films

Reason

Not only specialists (e.g. journalists, critics) write reviews on books or films. More and more reviews are written by laymen, as you can see for example at the online bookstore Amazon.

Preparation

Remember the plot of the story. Do you want to recommend the book/film?

Structure and Content

· Introduction, Background
Give title and author of the book. If you're reviewing a film you may want to mention the director and actors.

· Plot
Summarize the plot in a few sentences. Say something about place and time of the plot, about the main characters and about the main content.

· Comment
Let others know whether or not you liked the book/film and give reasons for your liking / not liking it. Is the author's style good or bad, is the book / film interesting or boring etc.

Important Tenses

→ Simple Present

Note

A review is not a summary. Do not tell the end as this will spoil the book/film to people who want to read/watch it.

Word Lists

	German
	English

	 

	Titel, Author / 
Director, Actors

	... ist ein Roman / Film von ...
	... is a novel / film by ...

	... wurde von ... geschrieben.
	... was written by ...

	 

	Background / Setting

	Die Handlung findet in ... (Ort, Zeit) statt.
	The action takes place in ... (place, time)

	Der Roman umfasst einen Zeitraum von ...
	The novel covers a period of ...

	Der Roman spielt in ...
	The novel is set in ...

	 

	Main Characters and Plot

	Die Hauptpersonen sind ...
	The main characters are ...

	Die Geschichte handelt von ...
	The story is about .... 

	Der Roman handelt von ...
	The novel tells the story of ...

	Im Laufe des Romans spitzt sich die Handlung zu.
	In the course of the novel the action develops dramatically.

	Der Roman hat ein unerwartetes Ende.
	The novel has an unexpected ending.

	 

	Comment

	Ich denke, dass ...
	My point of view is that ... 

	Mein erster Eindruck war ...
	My first impression was ... 

	Mir hat der Roman (nicht) gefallen, weil ...
	I liked/didn't like the novel because ... 

	Ich muss zugeben, dass ...
	I must admit that ... 

	Der Roman ist wunderschön /schrecklich geschrieben.
	It is a beautifully / awfully written novel.

	Ich kann den Roman (nur) weiterempfehlen.
	I can (thoroughly) recommend the novel.

	Ich fand die Handlung ziemlich schwach / nicht sehr überzeugend / langweilig.
	I considered the story rather weak / unconvincing / boring.

	Es liest sich sehr gut.
	It's extremely readable.

	Das Ende der Geschichte überraschte mich (nicht).
	The ending of the story surprised / didn't surprise me.


Source: http://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/writing/review

